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Dear Gardner Road Families-

Are our schools safe? | know this is the question that goes through all of our minds,
especially with the recent tragedies across the nation. | want to let you and your loved ones
know that we take safety very seriously at Gardner Road and throughout the district. During
the school day, we have one point of entry into the school and visitors have to be buzzed in.
All of our doors are locked throughout the school day. We practice various drills throughout
the school year including fire drills, lock downs, lock outs, weather drills and evacuation
drills. Our staff and students know what to do to keep themselves safe in the event of an
emergency. Our building safety team meets often to review our practices to see if we need to
do anything better or different.

Our students look to the adults in their lives for guidance on how to act and what to do.
We will continue to support our students with this at school by practicing our drills and
highlighting safety. Together, we can help reduce fears in our kids by reaffirming to them
that our school is safe and provide a sense of normalcy for them as they head off to school
each day. For more talking tips, please check out the NASP resource | shared with you on the
school online version of the newsletter which is also posted on the website. | also shared the
attachment in my monthly email with the newsletter, which was sent on March 1,

We just had our school talent show at the very end of the month and it was so much fun.
Thanks to all of the students, staff and parents that helped make this a great experience for our
kids, our Golden Stars are talented. Check out the video on our Facebook page!

March is upon us and we have more fun events for our Golden Stars. Members of our
school will be marching in the St. Patrick’s Day Parade on 3/10 starting at 2:00 at the high
school. Also, best of luck to Nathan and Ibrahim as they represent our school in the regional
Scripps Spelling Bee on 3/17. The end of the 3" marking period is at the end of the month,
which means we need to start getting ready for the end of the year already. Our current 4™
graders will start learning about their transition to the Intermediate School at the Open House
on 3/26 (see more details on page 4). Later in the spring, Mr. Bostwick and Ms. Doubrava
will visit our school to answer our students’ questions. Soon, the GRPTO will be sending
home flyers about ordering school supplies for grades K-4. Parents are not required to
purchase school supplies through SchoolKidz, but if you do they will be waiting for your
child on first day of school at their desk. Orders are made online only. Parents are welcome
to purchase their own supplies from local companies if you so choose. Supply lists will be
put into the 4™ marking period report cards.

We are looking forward to another great month at Gardner Road Elementary. Please feel
free to contact me anytime with questions, thoughts or concerns.

Your Partner in Learning,

Patrick Patterson - Principal

@(ereheads Central School “District
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GENERAL INFORMATION:

Gardner Road School Hours
8:00 a.m. to 2:25 p.m.
Tardy Bell — 8:15 AM

Gardner Road Office Hours
7:30 a.m. to 3:30 p.m.

Elementary Lunches (K-6)
Breakfast: $ 1.25
Lunch $ 2.10

Moishe’s Ouote of the Month:

"With an education you all have everything you need to rise above all of the noise
and fulfill every last one of your dreams." —Michelle Obama



http://www.horseheadsdistrict.com/schoolnews.cfm?school=Gardner%20Road&schoolpage=HHGR
https://www.facebook.com/Gardner-Road-Elementary-School-193266287374739/

Main Office Updates:

Class Placements for the 2017-2018 School Year:
In the near future we will begin to look at classroom placements for the year 2018 — 2019. We use a team approach for
class placements and it is a long process. As you might imagine, we must take many things into consideration when
making placements. We welcome your input on the learning environment your child learns best in and you are
welcome to share this in a letter to me. Please do not include in your letter a request for a certain teacher as we do not
honor these requests. Please know that we do value parent input and if you have any information about your child you
want us to consider during placement, please put it in writing and drop it off to the main office by Friday, May 4, 2018.

Can and Bottle Drive — Gardner Road Children’s Fund:

Our school has a Children’s Fund which helps families during the holidays or during times of need. One way we raise
money for this fund is through bottle and can donations. These donations can be dropped off at Can-Do located at 57
S. Carroll St. in Horseheads. Their hours are 10-6 Monday — Saturday. Can-Do gives back .06 cents per can/bottle.
All you have to do is put the bag on the counter top and he sorts everything — you don’t even have to touch them. You
may ask him to kindly add your return amount to the Gardner Road Children’s Fund and he will write the amount

down and get it to us. Thank you in advance for any donations!
Spring New York Assessment Dates (Grades 3 & 4):

English Language Arts: April 111" & 12th
Grade 4 Science Performance: May 23™

Horseheads Schools Budget Development

The Board of Education and district administration are currently
developing the 2018-19 proposed school budget. The first of
three board budget workshops was held February 8. Both the
presentation and a video of the presentation, as well as budget
and vote information, are available on our website here. The
remaining workshops are March 8 and April 5, both at 6pm in
the High School Multi-Media Center located in the South Wing.
The workshops are open to the public. A public hearing on the
proposed budget will be Thursday, May 3, at 6pm in the High
School Multi-Media Center. The Budget Vote/Board Election is
Tuesday, May 15, 7 a.m. to 9 p.m. High School South Gym.

Math: May 2™ & 3
Grade 4 Science Written: June 4™

THE POWER OF

I can't do this.. ycZ.

This doesn’t work . 422,

| don’t know...y¢Z.

It doesn't make sense... 2z
I don't get it.. ez

I'm not good at this.. yez.

Substitutes Needed:

The Horseheads Central School District is seeking applications
for substitute teachers, bus drivers and substitute teaching
assistants. For information, please visit:
http://www.horseheadsdistrict.com/subteach.html
Human Resources Office: 739-5601, x4211
e-mail: hesdinfo@horseheadsdistrict.com
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HOW TO SUPPORT

YOUR CHILD'S
MENTAL HEALTH

@BELIEVEPHQ www.BelievePerform.com

LOVE EXERCISE BEHAVIOUR SUPPORT REST TIME
Be there for your Encourage play, Ksep an eye out for any Regularly suppon Help your child to
child and show  exercise and sport in manage stress by
care and love praise your chﬂd bulldmg m snme rest
BE PROUD PATIENCE @ e
Tell your child Be patient. HELP FEELING
that you are Don't pressure Don't be afraid to Get to know
proud of them your child seek help from how your
professionals child is foelmg

EDUCATE |
Educate
yourself about
mental health
problems

O

COPING
Help your child
to learn some
simple coping
skills such as

relaxation

Q9

PROBLEM LISTEN
SOLVING Make sure you
Help your child to  take time to listen
effectively problem to what your
solve child has to say

SYMPTOMS
Be aware of
signs and
symptoms

ENVIRONMENT
Provide a positive
environment for
your child where
they can thrive

CONVERSATION
Encourage your
child to engage
in conversation



http://www.horseheadsdistrict.com/subteach.html
mailto:hcsdinfo@horseheadsdistrict.com
http://www.horseheadsdistrict.com/budget18-19.cfm




INTERMEDIATE SCHOOL PLACEMENT
INFORMATION FOR 5TH GRADE

4™ grade families are invited to attend the Intermediate School’s Parent
Presentation on March 26th at 6pm in the middle school cafeteria.

There will be a brief presentation for 4" grade families and opportunities
to take a self-guided tour around the school afterwards. More details will
be coming home soon from the Intermediate School. The Intermediate
School will soon be completing 2018-2019 classroom placements for
students. They create class selections with the intent to achieve a mix of
students by ability, gender, personality, and individual special needs.
While they are unable to honor specific requests for teachers, we value
your input from a parent’s perspective. If you have specific information
about your child’s needs which should be taken into consideration or a
specific previous personal experience, please put them in writing and
send them to the Intermediate School by Friday, April 6th. The
Intermediate School looks forward to working with you to ensure your
child’s academic success!

ONE PERSON
CAN MAKE A

DIFFERENCE

_ Wash for
seconds

Here are a few
of our safety
patrol students
who volunteer in
the morning to
remind students
to walk. Thank
you for your
service to our
school!

Interested in running for

the Board of Education?

Voters will elect three members to the Board
of Education on May 15. If you’re interested
in running for the board, petitions and other
information will be available in the Business
Office beginning March 1. Interested
residents must submit petitions with the
appropriate number of signatures of qualified
district residents to the Business Office by
April 16. Petitions will be available for pick-
up March 1.

Questions? Email
hcsdinfo@horseheadsdistrict.com or call
(607) 739-5601, x4260.

Proud Supporter of

School Matters!
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Attend Today, Achieve Tomorrow
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mailto:hcsdinfo@horseheadsdistrict.com
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“We Succeed Because The Stars Lead!”

Character Education Bingo: [

This past month, students earned golden tickets

for demonstrating trustworthiness throughout Horseheads Central School
the school. Be sure to ask your child how and

why they earned their certificate. This month District’s Mission & Vision:

we earn certificates for showing respect! Horseheads Central School
District sets the standard of

March’s Character Trait is: educational excellence by

fostering innovative thinking,
curiosity, and a passion for
Respect

potential of each individual.
We engage with our local and
global communities to provide
a student-centered, nurturing ~ Explore  Empower  Excel
environment.

learning to maximize the

= Treat other people the
way you want to be treated

= Listen to what other people
have to say

= Be accepting of others

= Be kind and courteous

@, Character Matters
orseheads Central School District

To report child abuse or neglect
call toll free 1-800-342-3720 or
go to ocfs.ny.gov/main/cps

Thank you to our

We collected 991
pounds of food for
the

foodbank

of the SouthernTier
during our 100

Be Your Own Hero!
eat on stage as role models to the res
/:e * * ’3 % * Oftthe S(tlh(glol for being GOl(li:el: St.?lrst cans ior 100 days

Each week a class earns the chance to

% in the cafeteria. This is Mrs. Muehl’s drive!
3 grade class a few weeks ago.
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The Horseheads Central School District offers educational programs without regard to gender, race, color, national origin, or disability. Inquiries regarding this
policy may be made to Megan Collins, Title IX/DASA Coordinator and Co-Civil Rights Compliance Officer; Anthony Gill, Co-Civil Rights Compliance Officer;

or Kim Williams, Section 504 Coordinator, Horseheads Central School District, One Raider Lane, Horseheads, NY 14845, (607) 739-5601.

The Dignity Act Coordinator (DAC) for Gardner Road Elementary is Patrick Patterson. Complaints regarding discrimination, harassment, or bullying of any
student should be referred to Patrick Patterson at (607) 739 — 6347. The Dignity Act Coordinator for the Horseheads Central School District is Megan Collins.
Mrs. Collins may be reached at One Raider Lane, Horseheads, NY 14845, 607-739-5601, x4211.



MathsSciente Connection

Building Understanding and Excitement for Children

Open-door angles

Doors in your house are
the perfect place for hands-on practice
with angles. Take turns opening or
closing a door and asking, “Acute,
right, or obtuse?” Partially open a
door, and its an acute angle. Open
it straight out, and its a right angle.
Open it wider, and it’s obtuse.

Habitat for rent

Help your child think about what
animais need to survive (shelter,
food, water). Then, have her choose
an animal (monkey) and write a clas-
sified ad for a home that will meet its
needs. Example: “Tall tree in a tropi-
cal rain forest. Large river nearby for
drinking. Plenty of leaves, fruit, and
insects to eat.”

Book picks

The Man Who Counted: A Collection
of Mathematical Adventures (Malba
Tahan) combines an adventure story
with interesting math puzzles.

¥ Learning about the solar system is
fun when planets tell the story them-
selves. Dan Green's Astronomy: Out of
This World! contains fascinating facts
and details along with cartoon illustra-
tions your youngster is sure to love.

Just for fun

Q: What has
three feet but no
legs or arms?

A: A yard.

-+ 43 and “wild.” To play, roll the die,

© 2016 Resources for Educators, a division of GCH Incorporated

Gardner Road Elementary School
Principal

Fractions of fun

Understanding frac-
tions is much easier
when your child can
visualize them. Here
are ideas to help
her see—and
use—fractions.

Keep a diary

Show your young-
ster that fractions are
a part of everyday life.
For a week, have her
record and illustrate
each one she notices. For
instance, she might write, “We had a half
day of school today,” or “Mom asked for
11 pounds of turkey at the store.” How
many examples can she find and draw?

Play a game

Have each player cut a sheet of con-
struction paper into six horizontal strips.
She should leave the first one whole and
then cut the second one in half (fold it,
and cut along the fold), and the others
into thirds, fourths, sixths, and eighths,
With bits of masking tape, label a die: 1,

and lay the matching piece of paper on
your whole strip (for “wild,” choose any
piece). The goal is to be the first one to
fill your strip without overlapping any
pieces (example: T +1 +1 = 1 whole strip).

Put in order

Together, make a set of fraction cards,
with one fraction per index card (1, 1, 2,
1,131513, 2). Shuffle the cards, and
see how quickly your child can put them
in order. Then, while she closes her eyes,
lay the cards in order but leave out a few:
Give her the missing cards, and have her
put them where they go. @

Look at me!

Help your youngster learn about the science
of optics with this mealtime activity.

Have him look at himself in a clean spoon.
What happens if he looks in the bowl of the
spoon? (He’s upside down.) What happens on
the other side? (He’s right side up.)

Next, have him bring his finger toward the
spoon and watch what happens on each side. The
bowl (the concave side) will magnify his finger, or
make it look larger. The back (the convex side) will make
his finger look smaller. Ask your child how scientists might use
this information to make eyeglasses, cameras, or telescopes.
Tip: He can remember which side is which by thinking of concave as “caves in.” (@

16884 -



Math‘ﬂ’scien%e GOIlIle(l‘tiOIl Intermediate Edition

Page 2

Multiply and divide

Learning to multiply and divide can be more
about thinking than memorizing. Strategies like

these can help your child practice.

Make it fun. Practice using toys or food.
If your child collects toy animals, you
might ask, “How many legs do 4 horses

have?” He can “skip count” the legs by 4s

(4,8,12,16) tosee that 4 x4 = 16. If he

has 17 pretzels and wants to give 3 friends

an equal amount, he can “deal them out.”
He'll see that each person gets 5, and there are

2 left over. (17 + 3 = 5, remainder 2)

Ask math
questions

&
A Q: I've never felt comfortable
with math. How should I talk to
my children about what they’re learning in
math cluss?

A: Tty to show
enthusiasm for
what your young-
sters are doing in
math. You might
ask them each
day at dinner or
homework time
what they stud-
ied in math that
day: Let them explain the concepts
they're working on, and follow up with
questions, For instance, if they're learn-
ing about decimals, you could ask how
decimal points are used in money (they
separate the parts of a dollar from the
whole dollar).

Then, when your children finish their
homework, have them show you how
they solved a few problems. As they
explain their methods to you, theyll be
reinforcing their own skills. And theyll be
proud to be teaching you something! @

1o provide busy parent$ with practical ways to
promote their children’s math and science skills,

Resources for Educators,
a division of CCH Incorporated
128 N. Royal Avenue * Front Royal, VA 22630
540-636-4280 » rfecustomer@wolterskluwer.com
www.rfeonline.com

3

© 2016 Resources for Educators, a dlvision of CCH Incorporated

Use what you
know. Encourage
your youngster
to look [or clues
to help him
solve problems.
For8x 7, he
could consider
other facts he
knows, “I know
4 groups of 7 =
28.Ineed 8
groups, so I can
double that answer. If
28+28=56,then8x7=

56.” For 30 + 5, he might say, “I know 10 + 5 = 2. There are
three 10sin 30, and 3 x 2 = 6. So 30 + 5 must be 6.” P

MATH
CORNER

Volume. Let her build a rectangular prism out of dice, sugar
cubes, or same-sized Legos. Her model should be solid, with

no hidden spaces. When she finishes, have her figure out the
volume (count the cubes along the height, width, and length, and

Find, build, compute

‘What do a shoebox, book, and refriger-
ator have in common? They are all rectangular prisms, or
solid shapes with tectangles for their faces (sides). Encourage
your child to explore geometry with this common shape.

multiply the three numbers together). To check her math, she can take apart her

structure and count all the cubes.

Dimensions. Give your youngster 36 blocks, and see how many different sizes of
rectangular prisms she can build. Have her record dimensions of each one. Exam-
ples: 2x 2 x 9 and 2 x 3 x 6. What do the sets have in common? (Fach product

equals 36.) (P
SCI'EIECF- | Save your breath
LA Your youngster balloon and place the opening over the

can inflate a balloon without using his
breath. A chemical reaction will do the
job for him!

You'll need: empty plastic soda bottle
(20 1l. 0z.), I cup water, 1 tsp. baking
soda, uninflated balloon, lemon juice

Here’s how: Have your child
add the water and baking
soda to the boitle, close
the cap, and swirl it
around until the
water is cloudy.
Then, help him
stretch out the

top of the bottle, leaving a small space.
He should very quickly add a little
lemon juice, seal the balloon completely
over the bottle, and shake lightly.

What happens? The balloon inflates.

Why? When you mix an
acid (lemon juice) with a
base (baking soda), they
create carbon dioxide.
The molecules spread
out as the gas forms,
pushing against the
walls of the balloon and
causing it to inflate. &



Reading Connestion

Tips for Reading Success
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M Biblioburro: A True Story from
Colombia (Jeanette Winter)

‘What if the library came
to your neighbor-
hood on the
back of a
donkey?
This is the
true story of a Colombian school-
teacher’s traveling library that brought
books to children in remote villages.
(Also available in Spanish.)

B Dragons Love Tacos (Adam Rubin)
When a little boy discovers that drag-
ons like to eat tacos, he decides to hest
a taco party for
them. But if a fire-
breathing dragon
accidentally gets a
bite of spicy salsa,
look out! A silly
story about a dragon
party that turns into a disaster.

B Just a Second (Steve Jenkins)

In just a single second, a bumblebee
flaps its wings 100 times and the
earth travels 18+ miles. This nonfic-
tion book will help your child think
about time in fascinating ways. She’ll
also discover different methods of
measuring time,

M Bedtime Is Canceled (Cece Meng)
Maggie and her brother write their par-
ents an official-looking note: “Bedtime
is canceled.” Somehow, the note blows
out the window, lands in a newspaper
office, and ends up in a headline. Soon,
bedtime really is can- 27
celed, and exhausted P =
children quickly +®
discover the B
importance

of sleep.

© 2017 Resources for Educators, a division of CCH Incorporated

Gardner Road Elementary School

Mr. Patrick Patterson, Principal

Time for a story

Want to spend time with
your youngster, build her
reading skills, and help her
learn to love books? You can
do all three when you read
aloud. Here are suggestions.

Read regularly

Try to read to your child
every day. You might aim N
for 10-15 minutes of bed-
time reading for a peaceful
end to the day. Bring along
a book, and read to her
during a sibling’s sports practice. Or curl
up together with a book when you get
home from work.

Take turns choosing books

Your youngster may want to hear old
favorites again and again. Use your turn
for new titles and variety, such as nonfic-
tion or poetry.

Let her participate

Ask your child to turn the pages while
you read. Also, she can finish sentences
that thyme or fill in words she knows.
Go slowly so she has time to understand

Writing that makes sense
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the story and look at the illustrations.
She'll enjoy read-aloud time more if she
Plays an active role.

Be playful

You can use different voices for differ-
ent characters (a high, squeaky voice for
a mouse or a deep, booming voice for a
horse). Or substitute your youngsters
name for the main characters name, and
use family members’ names for other
characters,

Note: You don't have to be an expert
reader —your child will love it when
you read aloud because it’s you.¥

1. Even if your youngster isn't writing
sentences yet, he can tell you stories.
As he describes the new class pet or
something funny that happened at
lunch, you can jot down his tale.

s

As your child first learns to write, his stories may
not always make sense to others. Help his
writing flow logically with these two ideas.

He'll practice relating events in a logical order, and that can help when he puts
his thoughts and ideas down on paper himself.

2. Let your child read his stories to you. Ask questions to encourage him to add
information (“What did you do with your friends at recess?”) or to clear up a con-
tusing part (“Who said, ‘Let’s go home'—you or your brother?”).¥

D32554



Reading € oneetion Beginning Edition Page 2

R e ad between —" . N |“ . Look for lessons. Fables are
- O‘: ) great for reading between the
th e Iin es Lkl ;. S lines. Read one by Aesop, and
S help your youngster figure
Learning to infer, or “read between the i : Bifthe les‘son. For instance,
lines,” is one key to good reading compre- - =2 The Tortoise and th.e Harfa
hension. Consider these tips for helping S PR teaches that even %fyou e
Describe the setting. Pick a book, and read - ’!,! A pomtpo%t pfrts that}}rle used to
a few sentences to your child (without him N\ { ly, ) Ll make his inference. (“The tortoise
looking). Leave out words that name the setting. s never stopped, and he took one
Example: “Sand stretched in all directions...cacti good step after another.”)

dotted the landscape.” Can he infer where the story is set? If
he isn't sure, give him a hint. (“Where do you see lots of sand

and cacti?”)

Wonderful :._

wordplay

Use these activities to build your child’s
phonemic awareness— her ability to hear
sounds in words:

@ Choose a three-
letter word, such

as cap. Have your
youngster substi-
tute different begin-
ning sounds from the

alphabet to make new
words (lap, map, nap, rap, sap, tap, zap).
How many can she think of?

® Pick a long word, and tell her to clap
once as she says each syllable. For
mogzzarella, she would clap four times:
moz-za-rel-la.

® Ask your child to say a word without
the first sound. Example: “Can you say
sit without the 5?7 (Answer: It)

® Think of a word, and give your young-
ster a “sound” clue to figure it out. For
instance, “I'm thinking of a word for some-
thing that you chew but don't swallow:
The word has an uh sound in the middle.”
(Answer: Gum)¥

O U R P URPOSE

To provide busy parents with practical ways
to promote their children’s reading, writing,
and language skills.

Resources for Educators,

a division of CCH Incorporated
128 N, Royal Avenue » Front Royal, VA 22630
800-394-5052 » rfecustomer@wolterskluwer.com
www.rfeonline.com

ISSN 1540-5648

© 2017 Respurces for Educators, a division of GCH Incorporated

Use prompts. Questions that start with “Why do you
think...?” or “How do you know...?” can encourage your
youngster to infer, You might ask why he thinks a character
behaved the way he did or how he knows it’s going to snow.
Together, look for clues in the book that may help him
answer the questions.¥

Vocabulary boosters

A large vocabulary can turn your child into a
better reader and writer. Try these everyday ways

SRR RE TR KS
O
) sttty
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frn gy el
to help her learn new words. ‘ \J“ ,-{ff“;::f”’sfii’gi;ﬁ"}:ﬁ%
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Keep vour ears open

When you and your youngster go places, point
out words that people use. Maybe a waiter describes e
an entree or the dentist talks about molars. Encourage
your child to figure out what the words mean by the way they're used.

Go beyond nouns

Help your youngster add adjectives and verbs to her vocabulary. Sports and
games offer opportunities to use action words. Let your child hear you comment on
the softball that sears or the runner who sprints. When she sends thank-you notes or
greeting cards, suggest descriptive words (a polka-dotted shirt, a fantastic birthday).¥

S Build, read, and write!
My son James out facts that he reads, like how moats

toParent
loves to play with kept enemies away from castles. 1 also

blocks. At our parent-teacher conference  encouraged James to write signs to go
last month, his teacher suggested that with his buildings. When he made an air-
we use blocks to fit in extra reading port, for example, he wrote
and writing practice. “Tickets,” “Bags,” and “Taxi”

We found books about things on slips of paper and taped
he could build, such as castles, them to the blocks.
skyscrapers, and monuments, I've noticed that
and I put them with his James’s buildings are
blocks for inspiration. At more creative—and

first, I thought he'd just I'm happy that he’s
look at the pictures, but reading and writing
he has started pointing while he plays.¥
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NASP (Pf.’. Talking to Children About Violence:

| Tips for Parents and Teachers
NATIONAL ASSOCIATION OF

School Psychologists

High profile acts of violence, particularly in schools, can confuse and frighten children who may
feel in danger or worry that their friends or loved-ones are at risk. They will look to adults for
information and guidance on how to react. Parents and school personnel can help children feel
safe by establishing a sense of normalcy and security and talking with them about their fears.

1. Reassure children that they are safe. Emphasize that schools are very safe. Validate
their feelings. Explain that all feelings are okay when a tragedy occurs. Let children talk
about their feelings, help put them into perspective, and assist them in expressing these
feelings appropriately.

2. Make time to talk. Let their questions be your guide as to how much information to
provide. Be patient; children and youth do not always talk about their feelings readily.
Watch for clues that they may want to talk, such as hovering around while you do the
dishes or yard work. Some children prefer writing, playing music, or doing an art project as
an outlet. Young children may need concrete activities (such as drawing, looking at picture
books, or imaginative play) to help them identify and express their feelings.

3. Keep your explanations developmentally appropriate.

« Early elementary school children need brief, simple information that should be
balanced with reassurances that their school and homes are safe and that adults are
there to protect them. Give simple examples of school safety like reminding children
about exterior doors being locked, child monitoring efforts on the playground, and
emergency drills practiced during the school day.

* Upper elementary and early middle school children will be more vocal in asking
questions about whether they truly are safe and what is being done at their school.
They may need assistance separating reality from fantasy. Discuss efforts of schoo! and
community leaders to provide safe schools.

* Upper middle school and high school students will have strong and varying opinions
about the causes of violence in schools and society. They will share concrete
suggestions about how to make school safer and how to prevent tragedies in society.
Emphasize the role that students have in maintaining safe schools by following school
safety guidelines (e.g. not providing building access to strangers, reporting strangers on
campus, reporting threats to the school safety made by students or community
members, etc.), communicating any personal safety concerns to school administrators,
and accessing support for emotional needs.

4. Review safety procedures. This should include procedures and safeguards at school and
at home. Help children identify at least one adult at school and in the community to whom
they go if they feel threatened or at risk.

5. Observe children’s emotional state. Some children may not express their concems
verbally. Changes in behavior, appetite, and sleep patterns can also indicate a child’s level
of anxiety or discomfort. In most children, these symptoms will ease with reassurance and



time. However, some chiidren may be at risk for more intense reactions. Children who have
had a past traumatic experience or personal loss, suffer from depression or other mental
iliness, or with special needs may be at greater risk for severe reactions than others. Seek
the help of mental health professional if you are at all concerned.

Limit television viewing of these events. Limit television viewing and be aware if the
television is on in common areas. Developmentally inappropriate information can cause
anxiety or confusion, particularly in young children. Aduits also need to be mindful of the
content of conversations that they have with each other in front of children, even
teenagers, and limit their exposure to vengeful, hateful, and angry comments that might be
misunderstood.

Maintain a normal routine. Keeping to a regular schedule can be reassuring and
promote physical health. Ensure that children get plenty of sleep, regular meals, and
exercise. Encourage them to keep up with their schoolwork and extracurricular activities but
don’t push them if they seem overwhelmed.

Suggested Points to Emphasize When Talking to Children

Schools are safe places. School staff works with parents and public safety providers (local
police and fire departments, emergency responders, hospitals, etc.) to keep you safe.

The school building is safe because ... (cite specific school procedures).

We all play a role in the school safety. Be observant and let an adult know if you see or hear
something that makes you feel uncomfortable, nervous or frightened.

There is a difference between reporting, tattling or gossiping. You can provide important
information that may prevent harm either directly or anonymously by telling a trusted adult
what you know or hear.

Although there is no absolute guarantee that something bad will never happen, it is
important to understand the difference between the possibility of something happening
and probability that it will affect you (our school community).

Senseless violence is hard for everyone to understand. Doing things that you enjoy, sticking
to your normal routine, and being with friends and family help make us feel better and keep
us from worrying about the event.

Sometimes people do bad things that hurt others. They may be unable to handle their
anger, under the influence of drugs or aicohol, or suffering from mental iliness. Adults
{parents, teachers, police officers, doctors, faith leaders) work very hard to get those people
help and keep them from hurting others. 1t is important for all of us to know how to get
help if we feel really upset or angry and to stay away from drugs and alcohol.

Stay away from guns and other weapons. Tell an adult if you know someone has a gun.
Access to guns is one of the leading risk factors for deadly violence.

Violence is never a solution to personal problems. Students can be part of the positive
solution by participating in anti-violence programs at school, learning conflict mediation
skills, and seeking help from an adult if they or a peer is struggling with anger, depression,
or other emotions they cannot control.

NASP has additional information for parents and educators on school safety, violence
prevention, children's trauma reactions, and crisis response at www.nasponline.org.

©2016, National Association of School Psychologists, 4340 East West Highway #402,
Bethesda, MD 20814
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SPIRIT WEAR!!!

Show your school pride and order your Gardner Road spirit wear!!!

BOXTOPS!!!

We hope you are all diligently clipping and saving your boxtops. Well-trimmed boxtops are
greatly appreciated, but not required. You can send them in at any time. Please make sure
they are clearly marked with your child’s name and teacher’s name. Enlist your family and
friends to help you by clipping them as well. Remember EVERY Boxtop counts.

March 9:
No School

March 14, 15, 20
and 21:
Pre-K Registration
at the High
School

March 22: Board
of Education
Meeting

March 30: No
School Easter
Break

PTO BOARD:

President: Jennie O’'Herron
Vice President: Lita Mata
Treasurer: Courtney Bola

Secretary: Stacy Witzel

pto.gardnerroad@gmail.com










Gardner Road A &
Elementary School 94
Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday
Character Education Monthly Focus: Respect 1 Day2 | 2
- Show respect for the Earth.
- Point out and praise children for showing respect. 4th Grade Swim Unit during PE
Class 2/28 - 5/4 (not on state
assessment days) SNO W DA Y
5 Day 3 6 Day 4 7 8 Day 6 9 NO SCHOOL
4th Grade Poet Visit 4th Grade Poet Visit
C In—School Talent Show Superintendent’s Conference
Day
BOE Budget Workshop—HS— | March 10: St. Patrick Day Pa-
MMC 6pm rade 2:00 HS
12 Dayl | I3 14 Day 3 | 15 Day 4 | 16 Day 5
UPK Registration 9am—2pm UPK Registration 4—6pm
*scheduled appointments *scheduled appointments March 17: Regional Spelling
HS—MMC HS—MMC Bee—Corning MS
19 Day 6 | 20 Day 1 | 21 Day2 | 22 Day3 | 23 Day 4
Special Olympics Bowling
2nd Grade—Clemens Center
UPK Registration 4—6pm UPK Registration 9am—noon BOE Meeting—HS MMC 6pm
*scheduled appointments *scheduled appointments
HS—MMC HS—MMC
26 Day5 | 27 Day6 | 28 Day 1 | 29 Day2 | 30 NO SCHOOL
PK & K Poison Control Visit PK & K Poison Control Visit o™ q;;\},-?,
~ - Lo g G
End of Marking Period 3 Easter 56, ‘{@" 50
4th to 5th Presentation and Recess  p g‘é \
Open House " ( ¢
MS Café 6:00 PM N VBV Y

L5
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